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EDITORIAL 


Creation 


The first of the Occasional Papers issued by the 
Scottish Journal of Theology is entitled A BIBLICAL 
APPROACH TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY by 
Professor G. A. F. Knight of Otago, New Zealand. 
There is no space in an editorial for a review call- 
ing attention to the suggestive contributions of this 
study and offering our dissent from some of its po- 
sitions. There is room only to note that the re-study 
of the Bible is presenting the living God Who 
created the world, Who governs it, Who redeemed 
it, and Who will renew it in Christ. 


In distinction from the Platonists, “the Bible does 
not think of this world as being an essentially evil 
place, in contradistinction to the holiness of heaven, 
so that the goal of man’s striving should be to escape 
from the world into the heavenly places. Such a 
belief is inherent in Hinduism, and in modern The- 
osophy, as much as it is in the neo-Platonism of 
the early Christian era. Rather, the world is God’s 
creation, and so it is good. On the other hand, it is 
the faith of the Bible that the world has been in- 
vaded by the powers of evil. It is the evil in the 
world that separates man from God, and not time, 
and not space, and certainly not physical matter 
including the human body. Before the Fall Adam 
knew perfect fellowship with God in this world. 
Consequently, the theme of the Bible is concerned 
with how God planned and then executed His plan 
to overcome evil. The Bible goes on to tell how 
God-in-Christ has made a landing on the earth, 
and formed a bridge-head for operations. The back 
of evil has been broken. The Captain of the cam- 
paign has now called on all mé€n of stout heart to 
join Him in the mopping-up operations. The day 
is inevitably coming when He will return to His 
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capital city in triumph the campaign completed, and 
evil put under His feet as He seats Himself on the 
throne of the Universe. But it will be this good and 
wonderful Universe which God created from which 
He will have driven the powers of evil. What He 
will have done is to restore it to its former glory as 
the perfect garment of the living God .... 


‘“‘What the Bible looks forward to in the future, 
and the works we now quote are to be found in 
both the OT and the NT, is not a life to be lived 
in Plato’s heaven, a heaven which is utterly and 
wholly divorced from this world of space and time. 
What the Bible looks forward to is ‘a new heaven 
and a new earth’ (Isa. 65:17; 66:22; II Pet. 3:13; 
Rev. 21:1), a new Jerusalem, a transformation of 
this earth, of this earthly Jerusalem, of this order of 
the animal creation of lions and leopards (Cf. Isa. 
11:6-9) and oxen and wolves, a transformation 
whose reality and whose continuity with this world 
is vouchsafed for us in the resurrection body of the 
risen Lord. What God did in entering the world 
in Christ was not to overcome space or matter, but 
to overcome sin, the sin that has marred the world 
of Nature just as it has ruined the hearts of 


‘“ “No one can call Christ Lord save by the Holy 
Spirit.’ So then, take away sin and evil out of the 
world, as Christ is now doing by the power of the 
Spirit; take away sin in what St. Paul calls the 
principalities and powers of the heavenly places— 
and you have earth and heaven renewed; you have 
what the Bible calls the new Jerusalem coming 
down from God out of heaven. So it is that, just as 
our human bodies have significance in biblical think- 
ing for the redemption of the whole man, so that 
the Bible is compelled to postulate what the NT 
calls the resurrection body, so the whole of God’s 
Universe, when purged of sin “and evil, will wear 
its resurrection garment when the eternal Son has 
triumphed and returns to reign.” —W.C.R. 
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The World Is God’s 


Billy Graham 
The London 
Campaign 


There are two verses which describe vividly 
God’s marvellous works in the beginning of Billy 
Graham’s London Campaign. 


“Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the 
remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.” And the 
Pauline benediction: “Now unto him that is able to 
do abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen.” 


The furor in Labor circles over the wording of 
a calendar gotten out by the Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Association, brought about a publicity un- 
pleasant for the moment but used by God for His 
own glory and for a marvellous advertisement of 
the arrival of Mr. Graham in England and of the 
subsequent meetings. Mr. Graham explained that 
when the phrase, “socialism and its accompanying 
evils,’ was used it was really “secularism” which 
was being described, not a political movement. 


Because of this incident Mr. Graham was invited 
to a dinner at the House of Parliament which was 


attended by several hundred men, and, after his talk _ 


to these men the Labor leader in Parliament who 
had been most active in his opposition told the press 
that he was deeply impressed with Mr. Graham’s 
sincerity and Christian message and that it was 
something England needed. 


Two days after his arrival in London he ad- 
dressed a dinner meeting of about one thousand 
clergy and that night was the guest, with Mrs. 
Graham, at a dinner given by Lord and Lady Luke 
at Claridges and attended by men and women 
whose names are best known in court and military 
circles. Again Mr. Graham had the opportunity to 
speak and to bring the message of Christ to a group 
few of whom ever hear the Gospel preached. 


On every hand Mr. Graham has been given an 
abundant entrance into the labor, business, social 
and ecclesiastical life of England. A business man 
from Philadelphia, who was in London the first 
week of the meetings, phoned this office after his 
plane landed back here in America to give a glow- 
ing first-hand report of what he had seen, including 


the welcome at Waterloo Station and subsequent 


events. 


™ 


This friend reported that on opening night at 
Harringay Arena one hundred and seventy-eight 
news men were present, plus representatives of 
radio, television and news-reel companies from all 
over the world. That night, despite sleet and snow, 
over eleven thousand people were crowded into the 
arena with thousands unable to gain entrance. On 
Thursday night, the fourth night of the meetings, 
over 500 people went forward when the invitation 
was given. He also told this interesting side-light: 
he himself heard the meetings the center of 
discussion in restaurants and other public placesg 
London knows the Gospel is being preached in a 
power which is not man’s, 


However, there are some phases of the English 
life and attitudes which are distressing. The ribald 
and blasphemous cartoons and editorials and articles 
in some of the papers are something we in America 
are unaccustomed to and which deeply shock our 
sense of both decency and reverence. But, God can 
use even these things to make men know the Gospel 
is being preached and He can put it into the hearts 
of some of the blasphemers to go and to come away 


saved men. 


This JOURNAL would bespeak for Mr. Graham 
and his team a continued and increasing volume of 
prayer, and also for the people of England. The 
faithful but small minority of earnest Christians 
there in that land are really praying and working. 
The Friday night after the storm broke from some 
Labor leaders, 800 people prayed in unheated 
churches all night long. Little wonder that God 
heard and caused the wrath of man to praise Him! 


This is not just another evangelistic campaign. It 
is a bold, valiant and well organized challenge to 
win England back to Christianity. Many church 
leaders in that land look on these meetings as a 
challenge to England’s destiny and they feel that if 
they fail England is lost. But, with God’s people 
praying all around the world God will not fail His 
own. 


It has been stated that this London Crusade is: 
‘The most prayed-for event in all world history.” 
This is probably true, for prayer interest and 
prayer support is coming from every part of the 
world. Let us all covenant to continue and to in- 
crease in our prayer to God for England. God has 
already done a marvellous work. May He grant to 
each of us a sense of our own obligation to pray for 
England especially now and in the coming weeks. 


—H.B.D. 
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Why The Blood? 


This editorial makes no attempt to enter into a 
deep theological and philosophical discussion, nei- 
ther of which the writer is capable of undertaking. 
‘Rather it is an attempt to express, in terms which 
the average layman can understand, a truth clearly 
and repeatedly taught in the Scriptures, and one on 
which our very salvation depends. While it is true 
that we are saved by faith in Christ, the eternal 
Son of God, and in no other way, the means of our 
redemption is the blood of Christ, shed on the cross 
of Calvary. 


It is not merely an interesting coincidence that 
we find the writers of the four Gospels giving this 
record: 


Matthew: Jesus said—“For this is my blood of 
the new testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.” 


Mark: “And he said unto them, This is the 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many.” 


Luke: “Likewise also the cup after supper, say- 
ing, IT'his cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you.” 


John: Jesus said—“Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will 
raise him up at the last day.” 


It naturally follows that Paul sums up the mean- 
ing of these mysterious words in the passage we 
always consider a statement of the authority for 
keeping the Lord’s Supper: Paul makes it plain 
that he received this great truth as a direct revela- 
tion from the risen Christ, and then goes on to 
quote our Lord: “This cup is the new testament in 
my blood: this do ye as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
membrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till 
he come.” | 


In the communion service we accept the elements 
as symbols of the broken body and shed blood of 
our Lord and we partake of them in commemora- 
tion of the central fact of all history, His death for 
our sins, and in anticipation of His return in glory 
and our hope of eternity with Him. 


But, why the blood ? Why the emphasis on man’s 
atonement through the blood of the cross? It is with 
the hope and the prayer that we may better under- 
stand its significance that we write. 


When Adam and Eve sinned, and through their 
disobedience became aware of their nakedness, they 
made aprons of fig leaves to cover themselves. But 
God gave them the skins of animals for clothing. 
These skins came from slain animals, and, in the 
light of subsequent events the death of these animals 
is significant. 
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When Cain and Abel came to worship God, 
Cain sought to do so by bringing the fruits of the 
field—evidently in direct disobedience to the method 
God had prescribed for worship. His offering was 
rejected while Abel’s, an animal offered in sacrifice, 


was accepted. 


These two incidents, followed by the establish- 
ment of the law and the sacrifices, all combine to 
show blood as the avenue of approach for the sinner 
to the presence of a Holy God. For this reason John 
the Baptist, speaking of Jesus, cried: “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 


Into this picture of redemption by blood the first 
Passover fits perfectly. The blood of the Passover 
lamb, applied in obedience to God’s command, on 
the door posts and tops of the doors, was the differ- 
ence between life and death in the homes. “The 
blood shall be to you a token upon the houses where 
ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you. Those who accepted God’s provision and fol- 
lowed His command in humble obedience soon 
understood the difference it made, for they were 
and when he seeth the blood ... the 
Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer 
the destroyer to come in unto your house to smite 


you. 


But even yet, the question may be asked: “Why 
the blood, why not something else?” The simplest 
answer is to be found in the fact that the life is in 
the blood. A vigorous and healthy man will die in a 
few seconds if a vital artery is cut and the blood 
permitted to flow. Today, in the practice of medi- 
cine and surgery, the blood bank is a constant source 
of life and health to those needing this precious 
fluid. Back in Noah’s time God revealed to Noah 
that it is the blood which is the life of the flesh. 
Again, in Leviticus, we are told: “For the life of the 
flesh is in the blood: . .. for it is the blood that 
maketh atonement for the soul.” 7 


Does the New Testament, with its revelation of 
God and His love as revealed in Christ Jesus, cast 
aside this imagery of the Old? Far from casting it 
aside we come to see that all of the blood shed in 
sacrifices, from the time of Adam, down to the time 
of our Lord Himself, was symbolic of the perfect 
Lamb Who came into the world to offer the com- 
plete and final sacrifice for sin. 


Paul, speaking to the elders from Ephesus, says: 
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he 
hath purchased with his own blood.” 


To the Christians at Rome Paul writes: 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood ... ” A little later in 
this same epistle Paul says: “Much more then, be- 
ing now justified by his blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath to come.” 
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To the Christians at Ephesus Pauli writes: 
“Jesus Christ in whom we have redemption 
through his blood.” Further in the same epistle he 
writes: “But now in Christ Jesus ye who some- 
times were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.” 


Paul continues this theme in his letter to the Co- 
lossian Christians when he writes: “And having 
made peace through the blood of the cross.” Again: 
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins.” 


Peter is equally explicit as to the means of salva- 
tion when he writes that we are redeemed “with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot.” 


John maintains the same doctrine and writes: 
“ ... and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 


cleanseth us from all sin.” 


The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews links 
the redemptive sacrifice of Christ with the Old 
Testament sacrifices and shows how they were sym- 
bolic and imperfect while the blood of Christ is the 
great redemptive agent of the ages. He goes on to 
say: “How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself with- 
out spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.” ‘To those who de- 
sire some other way he adds: “without the shedding 
of blood is no remission.” | 


For those, who, in human pride and self-will, de- 
scribe the blood atonement as a “slaughter-house 
religion,” these solemn words of doom are spoken: 
“He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy 
under two or three witnesses: of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of Grace? ... It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.” 


When Christ, the Son of God, died on the cross 
it was His precious blood which was shed for the 
remission of our sins. It was His life which ebbed 
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out to redeem us. In this tremendous act of God’s 
love it was the blood which was the all-sufficient 
agent of cleansing. John, in his vision on Patmos, 
saw the triumphant and living Christ and writes: 


“Jesus Christ unto him that loved us, and 


- washed us from our sins in his own blood.” Later 


in this vision he sees the Lamb and writes: “for 
thou wast slain, and hath redeemed us to God by 
thy blood.” Yet later he sees saints who have come 
through great tribulation and who have “washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” 


There is no greater folly than to question God’s 
will and the provisions of His grace. The wise are 
those who humble themselves and gladly accept 
Christ’s redemptive act with all that it implies. The 


blood of the Lamb, shed nearly two thousand years 


ago on the cross of Calvary, is still the means of 
cleansing and redemption. It is not ours to ques- 


tion; rather it is our obligation and privilege to 


believe and live. 


In many hymn books the songs of the blood have 
been removed because they are “offensive” to the 
modern taste and man’s conception of religious 
truth. May God have mercy on and bring repen- 
tance to those who are ashamed of the blood of our 


_Lord. There is no other means of salvation. 


—L.N.B. 


A Comparative Study Of 
Home Mission Advance 
In The Northern And 
Southern Churches 


By Rev. William Crowe, D.D. 
Talladega, Ala. 
The. question has been raised as to the progress 
of the U. S. Church in the field of home missions, 
as compared with that of the U. S. A. Church. 


This article, entirely factual, is therefore prepared 


for interested parties. 


In any comparison of the home mission work of 
the two churches, the different conditions of the 
two areas in which the Churches labor must be 
considered. | 


The Southern Presbyterian Church was organized 
as a separate denomination at the beginning of a 
devastating war, which continued for four years 
when homes and churches and schools and property 
of all kinds were destroyed. These four long years 
of war were followed by a “Tragic Era” of military 
rule and civic and economic oppression. 


At the time of the separation in 1861 the mem- 
bership of either Assembly cannot be accurately 
determined. It was not until 1863 that even ap- 
proximate estimates can be made. In that year from 


available records in the area of the Confederate 
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States, from Maryland to Texas, there were in the 
Southern Assembly, 72,667 members. In this total 
there were not less than 13,000 Negro members, the 
great majority of whom sought membership in the 
Northern Church, and thus became the beginning 
of that Church’s Negro work in the Southern States. 


In 1863, following the separation the U. S. A. 
Church occupying a territory practically untouched 
by invading armies, and whose people were not im- 
poverished by the war that brought economic ruin 
to the South—reported 227,575 members. 


But it was not until 1870, when a semblance of 
order began to emerge and reports from the Presby- 
teries were fuller and more accurate that any real 
comparison of the growth of the two Assemblies can 
be made. In this year the Southern Church reported 
82,014 members and the Northern Church, through 
the union of the Old and New School Assemblies, 
reported a membership of 446,561 which was almost 
five and one-half times greater than the membership 


of the Southern Church. 


In the years following 1870, with the addition of 
members received by the Union with the Cumber- 
land and Welsh Churches, the Northern Assembly 
reported in 1951 a membership of 2,448,596, only 


three and one-half times greater than the member-_ 


ship of the Southern Assembly which, in 1951, in the 
area of its service (for the Southern Church has 
never sought to extend its work in the United States 
beyond its original boundaries) had a membership 


of 702,210. 


In the two vital tests of denominational growth 
and service the number of members received upon 
profession of faith and the gift of its resources for 
the support of its denominational missionary and 
educational undertakings the Southern Presbyterian 
Church does not suffer in comparison with any 
member of the Presbyterian family. 


According to a recent survey made by the Nation- 
al Council of Churches of the rate of increase in 
American church membership since 1926, the South- 
ern Church shows a membership gain of 44.9 per 
cent, while the Northern Church had a gain of 26.8 
per cent and the United Presbyterian Church a gain 


of 24.6 per cent. 


For the year ending March 31, 1951, the per 
capita giving of the Northern Church was $41.84, 
of the United Presbyterian Church $46.28, and of 
the Southern Church $57.56, which is the largest 
giving per member of the three leading churches 
of the Presbyterian group, and is exceeded by few 
churches in the United States. 


This is written not in controversy, but merely 
for inquirers seeking information. The Southern 
Presbyterian Church is not in retreat, nor is it 
lagging behind. With the blessing of God upon its 
labors, it is going on from strength to strength. It 
is doubtful if any body of Christian people that had 
its beginning in like poverty of resources, and simi- 
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lar economic, social and civil demoralization has 
made greater advance in evangelism, church exten- 
sion and Christian stewardship. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has accepted 
a definite field for its efforts in the United States 
and in foreign lands. It has an organization suited 
to its needs and a program of service on which it is 
united. It has unity in its own ranks and labors in 
friendly cooperation with its neighbors. 


In 90 years, from a few straggling congregations 
in a war torn land, the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has become a great Assembly with its insti- 
tutions and history and traditions. Churches like in- 
dividuals have personalities. Why should the things 
that mark the life and the work of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, and place it in the lead among 
the denominations, be sacrificed for the doubtful 
advantage of a union with another Church merely 
for the sake of bigness? 


_ Missions On The Firing Line 


(Fourth in a series of articles by Rev. Joe B. Hop- 
per, one of our Missionaries to Korea.) 


The prisoners of war have made headlines in this 
war. Since the early days of the great POW camps 
on Ko-je-do, these men have had the ministry of 
chaplains, many of them missionaries who speak the 
language of the prisoners—something no_ other 
American soldiers can do. An outstanding example 
of this work has been the ministry of Dr. Bruce A. 
Cumming of our Southern Presbyterian Mission. 
He and others have ministered to the thousands of 
North Korean prisoners, many of whom were raised 
in Christian homes or were professing Christians 
forced against their will or misled by Communist 
propaganda to join the North Korean army. Still 
other thousands have accepted Christ as their Sa- 
viour, so that baptisms are numbered by the hun- 
dreds. Had it not been for the encouragement of a 
Christian fellowship it would have been difficult 
for many of these POWs to declare their anti- 
communist sentiments. Probably a fourth of the 
anti-communist prisoners are Christians. 


Last summer [| visited the two camps in which 
Chaplain Cumming ministered. In the first our 
whole mission was welcomed with banners, placards 
expressing anti-communist sentiments, a full dress 
parade, and even a band. We held two meetings in 
the open air, with nearly two thousand at each 
meeting—earnest Christians who joined heartily in 
the singing and listened attentively to the preach- 
ing. I visited the other camp on a day when a ty- 
phoon struck, churning the enclosures into seas of 
mud and blowing down the tents. But we held our 
meetings in the tents which withstood the storm. 
One prisoner was a Presbyterian minister—a freak 
in this war of freaks, he was captured and listed as 


a POW by mistake. He had had no word from his 
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family and knew not whether they were alive or 
dead, but he was doing his utmost to assist in the 
ministry to his fellow prisoners. 


Still more remarkable is the fact that hundreds 
of these POWS have for several years taken daily 
instruction in regular Bible Institute work inside 
the camps to prepare themselves to become evan- 
gelists. Ihe total number of students enrolled in all 
our Southern Presbyterian Seminaries in America is 
far less than the number of evangelists who have 
taken this training while detained as prisoners. The 
greatest single need of the Korean Church is for 
evangelists, because young men have often not been 
able to take regular work at Bible Institutes during 
the long period since the beginning of World War 
II, and many churches are without leaders. What- 
ever else you may think about President Rhee’s 
dramatic release of the anti-communist POWs, as 
far as the Church of Korea was concerned it show- 
ed the hand of God in suddenly thrusting forth 
hundreds of young men trained and anxious to 
preach the Gospel. Reports indicate that they are 
already occupying the pulpits of leaderless churches. 
Wherever they go these ex-prisoners will carry the 
Gospel message with them. 


During the winter of 1951-1952 we had another 
kind of POW at Chunju. During this period an 
anti-guerilla campaign (Operation Rat-trap) was 
carried out by the Korean army. A necessary evil 
accompanying this type of war-fare was the round- 
ing up as captives of several thousand innocent 
mountain villagers among whom the true commun- 
ists could be hiding, or from whom they received 
aid. Among these prisoners were babes in arms and 
old people past seventy. Conditions in their camps 
were poor, and when they became ill they were 
brought into our Mission Medical Center at Chun- 
ju by the truck full until they filled every available 
space. These people received not only food and 
medical care, but also the joyful news of Jesus 
Christ from the lips of missionaries, hospital evan- 
gelists, and local Christian ministers. Shortly there- 
after these people were released. Who knows but 
that the Lord will use this miserable incident as 
the means of carrying the Gospel into mountain 
i so remote that no missionary had yet reached 
them 
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_ (By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 51 
Postponement—Might Be Fatal 


Not infrequently a “prospect” evidently under 
conviction and by every token ready to make a de- 
cision, will postpone action for some reason—usu- 
ally not a valid one. This is unfortunate and might 
seal the doom of a lost soul, for nine times out of 
ten he is closer to being saved right then than he 
will ever be again. It is the ‘devil’s own strategy. 
He sees that his victim is about to step across the 
line to safety, and he brings forward the seemingly 
harmless and reasonable suggestion to “wait a 
little.” It smacks of communists at Panmunjum. 
Pull for a decision right now while the iron is hot. 


Back in Revolutionary days when Aaron Burr 
was a student at Princeton a revival wave swept 
over the campus and a goodly number of students 
accepted Christ as Saviour. Burr was under deep 
conviction, and went to the college president for 
advice, telling him: “I feel that I should accept 
Christ. What would.you advise?” The president 
answered: “Mr. Burr, if I were you, I would wait 
until the excitement of the revival has subsided. 
Then I would think it out carefully.” Burr thought 
for a moment; then replied: “Thank you, Mr. 
President, I will take vour advice.” From that mo- 
ment he began to “cool off,’ and never again was 
“excitement” sub- 
sided, he became absorbed in other things, and we 
are told that he died without Christ. Not only did 
he need Christ for his salvation, but he needed His 


sustaining power through a very sad and checkered 


career. He was a political leader, but continually in 
hot water. He killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel, 
brought on by Hamilton’s active hostility which 
caused him to lose his race against Thomas Jeffer- 
son for the presidency of the United States. The 
memory of having killed a man, even in a duel, 
must be a haunting misery. His daughter was lost 
at sea in a shipwreck, and heaven only knows how 
many other ills disturbed his rest. Just suppose that 
brilliant young Princeton student had yielded his 
life to Jesus Christ, what a tower of real strength 
he would have been and what a blessing to his gen- 
eration. What a glorious crowning at the end of 
his natural life! I wonder if that college president 
ever realized what a disastrous counsellor he had 
been. Move heaven and earth to keep your prospect 
from postponing! 


LITTLE JETTS YOUTH TALKS 
‘Wade C. Smith 
Price $2.00 — Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville... North Carolina 


PAGE 7 


has 
ites 
ted 
t is 
ONS 
lan 
sti- 
in- 
gs 
ern 
ng 
ful 
ely 
Dp- 
his 
ps 
of 
he 
er 
ple | 
A. 
n. 
of 
sed 
Ans 
ist 
Sa- 
n- 
ra 
It 
ti- 
he 
ich 
yur 
ds 
ess 
in 
ich 
in 
h- 
ty- 
of a 
ur 
ak 
as | 
his 
_ 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 28 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fesus Strengthens Fi is Disciples 


Background Scripture: John 15-16. Devo- 


tional Reading: Acts 2:1-4,33,37-39. 


Whenever God has a task for men to perform, He strengthens them for the task. When Joshua was 
called to take the place of Moses and lead the Children of Israel in the land of Promise, God encouraged 
him; Be strong and of a good courage. The disciples were to have a tremendous work entrusted to them; the 
task of going into all the world with the gospel. What could eleven weak men do against a world full of 
wicked and unbelieving men? It looked like a hopeless undertaking. Even while Jesus was with them there 


was opposition which culminated in His arrest and 
crucifixion. What could the little band of disciples 
hope to accomplish when He, their Great Leader 
left them? 


If we will turn to the second chapter of Acts, 
and read our. Devotional selection, we will get the 
answer. ‘These men were weak indeed before the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, but when He came they 
were filled with Power, as Jesus had promised. ‘But 
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” (Acts 1:8). This power en- 
abled them to preach boldly, and with clear under- 
standing; it also brought conviction into the hearts 
vf the hearers so that they cried out, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? The result was the 
conversion of about three thousand souls in one day. 


In our lesson we see how Jesus is trying to pre- 
pare them for His departure, and to bring encour- 
agement and courage to them. All of the discourses 
in the Upper Room had this object in view. 


I. Promise of Fruitfulness: 


15:1-16. 


The illustration Jesus uses in these verses beauti- 
fully portrays the oneness of Christ and His dis- 
ciples: “I am the true vine - - - I am the vine, ye 
are the branches.” They were not to be severed 
from Him when He went away, if they were true 
branches. There were unfruitful branches which 
would be taken and burned, and a pruning of the 


branches, in order that they might bring forth | 


more fruit. 


The condition of fruitfulness was abiding in 
Him. Without Him, apart from Him, they could 
do nothing. This is a good thing for us to remem- 
ber. It is entirely possible for a church, or a Chris- 
tian, to be “rich and increased with goods,” having 
need of nothing, in their own estimation, and be 
poor, and blind and naked, as far as spiritual life 
is concerned. It is only as we abide in Him, and He 
abides in us, that we can accomplish anything. “If 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.’ 
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This is a glorious ‘promise, but like many other 
promises, there is a condition attached to it; that 
condition is, “Abide in Me.” 


Fruit, more fruit, much fruit, fruit that remains; 
here is a “Program of Progress” for the Christian. 
Just as the farmer is never satisfied unless there is 
fruit, or a harvest, so we must never be satisfied 
unless there is fruit, and abundant fruit. The fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuftering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.’ 
(Gal. 5:22, 23). Are these graces abounding in our 
lives? The purpose of God in choosing us and or- 
daining us is that we bring forth fruit. Only thus 
can we be strong in the Lord and in the power of 
His might. 


_ Fruitbearing depends upon our keeping His com- 

mandments and abiding in His love. This is His 
commandment, that we love one another. Love is 
the motive power of the Christian. Obedience to 
His commands is proof of our love for Him. Fruit- 
fulness produces joy in the heart. The happy Chris- 
tian is the Christian who has much fruit. When we 
follow the directions given us in this parable of the 
Vine and the branches, our joy will be full. 


II. Hatred of the W orld: 
17-27. 


Love was the tie that was to bind them together, 
and this love would strengthen them to stand firm 
in the face of the hatred of the world. ‘““Marvel not 
if the world hate you; it hated me before it hated 
you.” 

Jesus revealed very clearly to them the fact that 
they would not have an easy time in the world. He 
had travelled a hard road; they would have to 
travel the same. The hatred of wicked men was 
increasing all the time, and would soon culminate 
in His arrest and crucifixion. The world has the 
habit of hating those who come to rebuke its sin 
and teach them the truth. The prophets usually had 
a hard time; many of them were persecuted and 
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slain. The very fact that they were “not of the 
world” would be enough to make the world hate 
them. Being chosen out of the world, separated 
from the world, made the world turn its back on 
them. 


He that hateth me hateth my Father also. Some 
say, we love God, but we reject Jesus Christ, His 
Son. Let all such remember these solemn words of 
Jesus. We cannot love God and hate His Son. I 
wish that this truth would sink into the minds of 
all unbelieving Jews. These Jews say they rever- 
ence and love God, but they reject, and even hate 
the Son of God. “If I had not done among them 
the works which none other man did, they had not 
had sin: but now they have both seen and hated 
both me and my Father.” ““They hated me without 
a cause.” I received a letter once—an anonymous 
one—which revealed a hatred of Jesus Christ which 
I did not know even existed in our time. Sometimes 
men try to hide this hatred of Christ with honeyed 
words, and a “‘feint praise’ which in some ways is 
worse than open hatred. 


How are we to overcome the hatred of the world, 
this unreasonable and fierce hatred which shows it- 
self over and over again? The answer is found in 
verse twenty-six: Through the coming of the Com- 
forter, the One “Called along-side to help,” the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit testifies of Jesus and re- 
veals the truth to us and enables us to bear witness 
to a hating world. 


III. Strengthening for the Trials 
which should come: Chapter 16. 


The world would not only hate; it would per- 
secute; the hatred would express itself. They would 
be put out of the synagogues, and the time would 
come when whosoever killeth you will think that 
he doeth God service. (Think of Saul of Tarsus, 
following his darkened conscience). How were they 
to have the strength to overcome? Jesus tells them 
of the coming tribulations, but He also reveals to 
them that they will be given help in their hour of 
need. 


1. “Sorrow hath filled your heart.” They did not 
understand much of what He was telling them, but 
they understood enough to be filled with dread. 
Some terrible event was hanging over their heads. 
When He spoke of being with them a little while, 
and then of being away, they were mystified. He 
tells them plainly in verse 28 that He was going to 
the Father. 


2. “I will send Him unto you.” He speaks again 
of the Holy Spirit, and tells them that it is expedi- 
ent for you that I go away. He reveals something 
of the work of the Spirit in the world, and in them. 
He would reprove (convict) the world of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgment. As they preach- 
ed, the Holy Spirit would bring conviction to the 
hearts of men. This our only hope of reaching and 
saving men. It takes the almighty power of the 
Spirit of God to convict and convert wicked men. 
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The Spirit also works in the Christian; He will 
guide you into all truth. Notice the tremendous 
change in Peter and the other disciples after the 
Holy Spirit was come upon them. Before His com- 
ing, they had been weak and cowardly; after He 
came, they preached boldly. Before the Holy Spirit 
came they were slow to understand the Scripture; 
after He came Peter quoted the Old Testament to 
prove his points. 7 


The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ, for He shall 
receive of the things of mine and show it unto you. 
Only as we are taught by the Spirit can we be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ; If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. We can- 
not overestimate the work of the Holy Spirit. 


3. “Your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” There 
is a glorious day coming when Christ shall appear 
in glory, and we shall appear with Him. I will see 
you again, and your heart shall rejoice; ““There’s 
a Glad Day coming by and by.” 


But we need not wait for that glad and glorious 
Day. Through Prayer we may have our hearts 
filled with joy here and now. “Whatsoever ye shall 
ask of the Father in my name, he will give it you.” 


The precious name of Jesus, when used in prayer, 


opens up the storehouse of the blessings of God. 
With Him shall he not freely give us all things? - 


4. “These things I have spoken unto you, that 
in me ye might have peace.” 

Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin: 

The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 
This peace within gives us strength to withstand 
all the storms which come. 

5. “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” The day of His humiliation and shame is 
the day of His complete triumph; Victory, instead 
of defeat; glory, instead of shame; joy in the place 


of sorrow; for it was “the joy set before Him” that 


enabled Him to endure the sufferings of Calvary. 
“TI have overcome the world.” Many men have tried 
to conquer the world. Napoleon said, | have tried 
to found an empire on Force, and have failed; Jesus 
Christ founded His Empire on Love, and it fills 
the world. Jesus lived in the world; “pitched His 
tent beside ours”; was tempted in all points like as 
we are, and overcame all its temptations. His great- 
est victory, however, was through His death on the 
cross. By that death He takes away the sin of the 
world and makes it possible for an innumerable host 
of men to be saved. These redeemed saints will sing 
His praises around the throne of God. The crown- 
ing day is coming when every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that He is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. If we suffer we shall reign with 
Him in glory. 


We, too, may overcome the world. There are 


rich promises to those who thus overcome. This is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our 


Faith. By believing in Him we can be conquerors, 
and more than conquerors. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 28 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Meaning of Church Membership 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “O Where Are Kings and Empires Now” 
Prayer 
Scripture: Ephesians 1 :1-14 

Hymn: “Am I A Soldier of the Cross” 
Offering 

Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 
The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is easily 


the greatest organization on earth. It is the only 
organization to which men may belong which has 
Christ as its head. We are all aware of the im- 
portance of being members of the Church. Our 
attendance at its services of worship and instruc- 
tion and our participation in its activities prove that 
we consider the Church to be important. The more 
we know about the Church, the greater: will be 
our appreciation of it. One of the underlying pur- 
poses in all our youth programs is to increase our 
knowledge and understanding of the Church. That 
is especially true of this program. Our speakers 
will tell us something of how people become mem- 
bers of the Church and of the significance which 
Church membership holds. 


First Speaker: 
The first official relation which most of us had 


with the Church began when our parents presented _ 


us before the congregation for the sacrament of 
baptism when we were mere infants. We will do 
well to give some thought to the reasons for infant 
baptism and the meaning of it, because there are 
many Christians who do not recognize it as a proper 
practice. 


Our Church recognizes that the Scriptures do 
not specifically command that infants shall be bap- 
tized, but we do believe that this practice is based 
on the teaching of the Bible. We believe that ac- 
counts of households being baptized mean that the 
children were included. We believe that it was so 
commonly observed in the early days of the Chris- 
tian Church that no specific commandment concern- 
ing it was considered necessary. We know that 
children were counted as members of the Old Testa- 
ment Church and were initiated into membership as 
infants. We also know that the agreement which 
God made with the Old Testament believers was 
carried over into the New ‘Testament Church. 


(Read Galatians 3:16, 29). If children had rights — 


in the Old Testament Church, they also have rights 
in the Christian Church. Infant baptism recognizes 
that children have a place in the Church. 
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What does this sacrament signify? It signifies 
the child’s need of the cleansing of its sins by the 
blood of Christ and its need of the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit. Since the child is not able to under- 
stand its own need, its parents admit the need in 
its stead, and the parents promise to use every avaii- 
able means to acquaint the child with the know]- 
edge and love of God as it grows toward maturity. 
When believing parents faithfully keep the promises 
which they make at the time of their child’s bap- 
tism, we believe’ that God will honor their faith 
by blessing the child. 


We do not believe that every child who is bap- 
tized in infancy is bound to be saved, even as we 
know that there are some adult members of the 
church who are not true believers. Baptism, whether 
for infants or adults, is no guarantee of salvation, 
nor is it necessary for a person to be baptized in 
order to be saved. But God does command us to 
keep this sacrament as a sign and seal of our salva- 
tion. Nearly all Christians believe that God saves 
young children, and we believe that they have a 
right to baptism. There are many other reasons for 
our belief in infant baptism which time will not 
permit us to consider now. (You may ask your min- 
ister about some of these). 


Second Speaker: 

The second step which we take in our relation 
to the Church is what we call “joining the Church.” 
Usually while we are still young, but in the case 
of some people when they are much older, we take 
for ourselves the responsibilities that our parents 
took for us when we were baptized as infants. When 
people do this, they come into full membership in 


the Church. 7 


Three things are required for full Church mem- 
bership. The first is a certain amount of knowl- 
edge. That is why we cannot admit infants into 
full membership, they are not able to know the 
things that are necessary. To be a Christian and a 
Church member a person must know some of the 
basic truths about the Christian faith. He must 
know that he is a sinner and that as such he is in 
need of being saved. He must know that Christ 
came into the world to save sinners and that He 
can and does save those who believe in Him. A 
person also ought to know something about the 
kind of life a Christian ought to live. In many 
Churches a class is conducted especially for older 
children to give them this knowledge. 


The second requirement is faith in Christ. This 
is something which the person must receive from 
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(Jod. No human teacher can give it to him. He 
must recognize his sinfulness and his need of a 
Saviour, and he must trust in Christ to save him. 
When a person has that faith and is willing to con- 
fess it before other people, he may be admitted to 
full membership in the Church. It is not necessary 
for a Church member to know and believe all the 
teachings of our church in order to become a mem- 
ber, but he will be a happier and a more useful 
member if he does know and believe these doctrines. 


The third thing that is required for Church mem- 
bership is the promise and the purpose to live a life 
which is becoming to a Christian. The new Chris- 
tian and Church member will need to spend some 
time and study to know how he ought to live. This 
will make it necessary for him to be faithful in 
attending the instruction of the Scriptures and - 
teaching of the Church. 


Third Speaker: 


We have seen how a person becomes a member 
of the Church. Now we ought to determine what 
is the significance of Church membership. What 


difference does it make in the lives of the people 


who are members of the Church? 


If a person is a true Church member, he is a 
saved person. That is the most important difference 
of all. He is no longer liable for the punishment 
due to him for his sins. That score has been settled 
by Christ. It is possible for a person to be saved 
and not be a member of the visible Church, but 
most of the saved people are in the Church, and 
they are far happier for their being there. 


The Church provides its members with Christian 
fellowship which they can find nowhere else. It 
gives them instruction in the things of God which 
is the food of their souls. The Church provides its 
members with opportunities for service to God and 
to men. The Church gives the members opportun- 
ities to combine their abilities and their material 
gifts and to use them to the glory of God and the 
good of mankind. We can serve outside the Church, 
but we can serve much better in the Church. 


Christ founded the Church for His own glory 
and our good. We can work best for His glory and 
our own good when we associate ourselves with 


His Church. 


Women’s Work 


Dates Of Synodical Training Schools And 
Adult Conferences And Assembly-Wide 
Women’s Training Schools—1954 


“Alabama - June 4-6: Shocco Springs, Talladega, 

a. 

Appalachia - June 14-19: King College, Bristol, 
Tenn. 
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Arkansas - June 7-12: Arkansas College, Bates- 
ville, Ark. 
— - May 3-8: Coquina Hotel, Ormond Beach, 
a. 
Ce - June 14-19: Wesleyan College, Macon, 
a. 


*Kentucky - June 11-13: Centre College, Danville, 


Ky. 

Louisiana - May 31 - June 4: Silliman College, 
Clinton, La. 

Mississippi - June 21-25: Belhaven College, Jack- 
son, Miss. 


_ Missouri - June 14-19: William Woods College, 


Fulton, Mo. 
+Montreat - June 30 - July 7. 
North Carolina - June 7-14: Peace College, Ra- 
leigh, N. C 
Oklahoma - June 15-20: Oklahoma Presbyterian 
College, Durant, Okla. 
South Carolina - June 14-19: Presbyterian College, 
Clinton, S. C. 
+Snedecor Region - August 4-11: Stillman College, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
*Tennessee - August 13-15: Adult Conference, Na- 
come, Tenn. 
“Tennessee - June 20-25: Leadership School, Na- 
come, Tenn. 
Texas - July 26-31: Mo-Ranch, Tex. 
Texas - July 24-25: Business Women’s Conference, 
Mo-Ranch, Tex. 
Virginia - July 26 - August 2: Massanetta Springs, 
Harrisonburg, Va. 
West Virginia - June 14-19: Davis-Elkins College, 
Elkins, W. Va. 


* Adult Conference. 
fAssembly-Wide Training Schools. 


Prayer And The Church 
The book of Acts is a record of the establish- 


ment and expansion of the early church. In it is 
revealed the secret of the phenominal growth of 
the Church. The secret might be summed up in 
three recurring words in the Acts—“ prayer, ~ “to 
Holy Spirit,” “Witness.” The sequence is as im- 


- portant as the experiences. The early disciples and 


the church prayed! The Holy Spirit came! The 
disciples witnessed in power! It is an invariable 
record: prayer, the Spirit, witnessing—one that 
might be repeated in the church in any age—in our 
age. 


The Assembly’s Division of Evangelism has called 
the church to her knees that her people be possessed 
by the Holy Spirit and their witness unto Christ 
become powerful to the redeeming of the people. 
It is suggested that the churches be zoned, set up 
into neighborhood divisions, and that informal 
prayer groups be established in these neighborhoods, 
to meet each week for prayer— 


For the Church. 

For the renewing of believers. 

For a fresh release of the Holy Spirit’s power. 
For the daily witness of Christians. 
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For the things of concern upon the hearts of the 
people who come for prayer. 


In one church there was noted a “‘spiritual dry- 
ness.” This was not changed by a series of services. 
Two or three women became deeply concerned. 
They suggested to their pastor the establishment of 
neighborhood prayer groups. Nine were set up, that 
meet regularly each week for prayer. One person 
reporting on what had happened said: ‘“The people 
have been renewed, the spiritual life of the church 
quickened.”’ 


One group of Christian women was shocked by 
the question that was put to them by a speaker who 
said: “Would you like to fire your minister ?”’—a 
rhetorical question to which he did not expect an 
answer, and then came this suggestion from him: 
“Then pray for him and you will fire him with 
the Holy Spirit of power.” | 


To the Women of the Church this is a call to 
consider the contribution you can make to the life 
of the Church, and the possibility which is yours 
for adding power to the witness of the local church 
through the medium of prayer. If prayer groups 
have not been established in the church, then let 
the women immediately constitute themselves into 
informal, neighborhood prayer groups and begin 
to undergird, with their prayers, the life of the 
church and the witness of her people—praying espe- 
cially for those for whom they have a concern that 
they be brought to a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and that their lives be transformed. 


“Lord lay some soul upon my heart 
And love that soul through me, 
And let me nobly do my part 
To bring that soul to Thee.” 


Christians Asked To Pray For 
Colombian Pretestants — 


The Evangelical Confederation of Colombia has 
issued the following Call to Prayer signed by the 
Rev. Jose D. Fajardo and the Rev: W. Laxear, 
Jr., President and Executive Secretary respectively 
of the organization. 


“Whereas the Government of Colombia, South 
America, announced on Sept. 3; 1953, that Protes- 
tant Christian pastors and missionaries are to be 
expelled from 18 regions of the country having a 
combined area of three-fourths of the national terri- 
tory, and that within that vast area no form of 
Evangelical Christianity shall be permitted; and 


“Whereas the Government’s order means the 
abandonment of thousands of Protestant Christians, 
who are left without the services of pastors, as well 
as the closing of dozens of primary day schools and 
health centers; and 


“Whereas appeals for justice to municipal, de- 
partmental, and national officials, including the 
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President of the Republic, have produced no effect, 
other than a modification which cancels the expul- 
sion order against Protestant foreign missionaries 
while still forbidding the presence of Colombian 
pastors within the prohibited areas and proscribing 
every form and manifestation of Protestant Chris- 
tianity ; 

“We, therefore, in the name of the Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia, do earnestly call upon 
our Christian brethren in all parts of the world to 
unite in prayer before Almighty God, to the end 
that the Church in Colombia may be delivered 
from the unjust and cruel intentions of the civil 
Government, that Colombian Christians may be 
strengthened in their time of trial, and that by 
their witness the Kingdom of Jesus Christ may in- 
crease and shine throughout the world.” : 


Church News 


Georgia 


GREENE STREET CHURCH, Augusta, has recently 
elected seven deacons and two elders. In 1953 the 
rotation system was adopted for the Board of Dea- 
cons. Mr. F. N. Rudeseal was elected to the Class 
of 1955 to fill an unexpired term. Messrs. Stacey 
Barksdale, Willis Irvin, Jr., Thomas Jamison, 
Morris Newton, Ronald Smith and W. C. Willing- _ 
ham were elected to the Class of 1956. Messrs. 
Barksdale and Willingham had formerly served as 
deacons. All others were ordained and the entire 
group installed. Messrs. Henry C. Baird and 
Charles R. Howard were elected elders, and were 


ordained and installed a short time ago. Both had 


served on the Board of Deacons and Mr. Baird is 
continuing to serve as church treasurer. 


The educational building has been remodeled 
and completely redecorated. The completion of the 
work, which was begun in the summer of 1953, 
was observed with a Family Night and covered 
dish supper on February 10, 1954. Assembly rooms, 
class rooms and a new Pastor’s study have been 
provided in the. remodeling; the kitchen has been 
enlarged and greatly improved, plastic tiled floors 
and new lights add to the efficiency and comfort 
of the building. | 


An interesting, helpful program of ‘“Education- 
Evangelism” was held February 15th through 18th, 
with the Reverend Donald L. Erwin, Regional Di- 
rector of Christian Education for the Synod of 
Georgia, conducting one of the class periods. ‘The 
theme was “Christian Education and You.” A de- 
votional period, two classes, a summary and closing 
period followed by a time of fellowship was the 
order for the first three evenings. On the last even- | 
ing the program was varied by a covered dish sup- 
per at 6:30 p.m.; the classes united to hear Mr. 
Erwin, and the series was closed with a devotional 
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service in the sanctuary under the ee of 


Mr. Erwin. 


A second class in music was under the direction 
of Mrs. W. B. Jameson, choir director and Mrs. 
S. W. Saye, organist, assisted by visiting speakers 
two evenings. The theme for this class was “Music 
is the Heart of the Worship Service.”’ 


The commitee in charge of plans for the course 
was: Messrs. Maurice K. Jessup, Thomas Jamison, 
Thomas Ashmore, Mrs. W. B. Jameson and Miss 
Margaret Hollingsworth. 


Much interest was manifested in the program, at- 
tendance was good, and it is hoped that an even 
better course may be arranged for 1955. 


This church is grateful fér the number of mem- 
bers who have gone out into full-time Christian 
service through the years. From the beginning in 
1879 this has been a mission-minded congregation. 
Reverend Thomas M. Lowry, the second pastor 
(1886-1892), preached missions consistently, and 
at almost every service his prayer was that some 
would hear and answer the call to service on the 
mission field. Miss Mamie Buist, who married Mr. 
S. R. Hope and went with him as a missionary to 
Japan, was the first one. It is regretted that early 
records were incomplete and that dates of their 
service are not available. 


In August 1893, Miss Elizabeth Fleming. joined 
the force of missionaries in China. She served in 
Soochow until her death in 1916. Her life and 
work were an inspiration to the children of this 
church, and they contributed through the children’s 


missionary society to the support of one of the girls 


in Soochow. 

Miss May Hixson worked with the children in 
their missionary societies for a number of years. In 
1910 she volunteered for service in China, but since 
she was beyond the age limit the Committee could 
not send her. However, she was able to go under 
the care of the Methodist church, and she served 
for a number of years until forced to retire because 


of ill health. 


The first twenty-five years of the history of this 
church recorded a list of four young men who had 
entered the gospel ministry: Rev. Fred A. Seale, 
Rev. Josiah Sibley, Rev. George Griffith, and Mr. 
Paul B. Griffin, who was a ministerial student at 
the time of this report. 


During the thirty-three years of the pastorate of 
Dr. Marvin M. MacFerrin a large number of 
voung people entered full-time Christian service. 
Since the coming of the Reverend B. Herman Dil- 
lard, in April 1946, some of these have completed 
their studies and others have been added to the list. 

The following have entered the gospel ministry: 
the Reverends Samuel H. Zealy, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Marion H. Currie, Decatur, Ga.; Lee Willingham, 
Greenville, N. C.; Jack Kennedy, Augusta, Ga.; 
Coleman Luck, teaching at Moody Bible Institute, 
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Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
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begins June 7th, 1954. 
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Chicago, IIl.; William T. Mulcay, Missionary to 
the Belgian Congo; Samuel W. Saye; and Hall 
Peebles, ordained in December 1953 and continu- 
ing his graduate study at Yale Divinity School. 


Mr. C. B. Matheney is a field worker for Moody 
Bible Institute. Mrs. William G. Neville (Mary 
Lindsay Tennent) is a missionary in Garanhuns, 
Brazil. Although Mrs. R. P. Richardson (Agnes 
Rowland) was not a member of Greene Street 
Church when she went to China as a missionary, 
she was a member during her childhood and it was 
here that she made her decision to become a mis- 
sionary. 


Miss Margaret Hollingsworth is Director of Re- 
ligious Education in this church and Miss Martha 
Wilder, until her marriage in the summer of 1953 
when she returned as the wife of Mr. Alman Tom- - 
mins, a deacon at Greene Street, was Director of 
Religious Education at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Augusta. Miss Jane Hollingsworth is an 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship worker, and 
although we cannot claim much of the credit, Miss 
Susan Neville, daughter of the Reverend and Mrs. 
W. G. Neville, Brazil, is Director of Religious 
Education in the First Presbyterian Church, Gaines- 
ville, Georgia. 


Norfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met in regular stated session 
in the Franklin Presbyterian Church on January 
19, 1954, with 41 ministers and 42 ruling elders 
present. On the invitation of the Moderator, Dr. 
John H. Grey, II, Dr. Donald G. Miller led the 
Presbytery in a study of the Suffering Servant as 
interpreted by Luke. 


The Presbytery approved the proposed amend- 
ments to the Book of Church Order with the ex- 
ception of Paragraph 70 and the addition of Para- 
graphs 376C and 376D. It disapproved the revision 
of Chapter XXVI of the Confession of Faith. 


The following overture was sent to the General 
Assembly : 


The Presbytery of Norfolk respectfully over-. 
tures the General Assembly to delay final action on 
the proposed changes in the Confession of Faith 
and the Book of Church Order regarding marriage, 
divorce and remarriage, if the necessary majority of 
Presbyteries vote in the affirmative until further 


study of the biblical and theological aspects of the 


PAGE 13 


S 

Box — Maxton, N. C. 


question may be made. We suggest that the study 
be made by the professors in the biblical and theo- 
logical departments of the four seminaries of our 
Church; that if these cannot reach a common mind, 
both a majority and a minority report be presented, 
with full evidence for each be set forth, as a basis 
for a thorough biblical and theological considera- 
tion of the question, before the Church makes her 
final confession of faith on this subject. 


Rev. J. B. Whitten was received from Abingdon 
Presbytery and has been installed as Pastor of the 
Knox Church in Norfolk, Va. The Presbytery is 
called to meet in the Lafayette Church of Norfolk 
on March 11, 1954, at 5:00 P.M., to act on the 
call of Rev. Robert C. Vaughan, Jr., to the Oak- 
dale Church of Norfolk, and Rev. M. J. Pilkenton 
to the Cradock Church of Portsmouth, Va. 


W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk. 


Rev. Van Meter Passes 


The Rev. Jesse Oliver Van Meter, 70, pastor 
of the Wilmore Presbyterian Church, Wilmore, 
Kentucky, died February 19, 1954. 


Dr. Van Meter, holder of a Doctor of Divinity 
Degree, was President Emeritus of Lees Junior 
College, Jackson, Kentucky. 


A native of Independence, Mo., he was a son of 
the late William Scott and Anna Rebekah Farra 
Van Meter, and attended the University of South 
Carolina and the Columbia, S. C., Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. 


He was physical director at the University of 
South Carolina, and for a time directed the school’s 
Department of Extension. Dr. Van Meter was a 
former pastor of the Eau Claire Presbyterian 
Church in Columbia, and formerly was Moderator 
of the Synod of Kentucky of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


Dr. Van Meter became president of Lees Junior 
College in 1928. During his tenure at the Presby- 
terian supported school, new equipment was ob- 
tained for the school, its endowment was increased 
to more than $100,000, its real property was in- 


creased, and with federal aid an athletic field was 
built. 


His wife, the late Mrs. Frances Van Meter, was 
associated with him in his work for many years, 
and served the college in various capacities until 


her death in 1948. 


Dr. Van Meter is survived by a son, Lt. (jg) 
Jesse O. Van Meter, Jr., Medical Corps, U. S. 
Naval Reserve, now on active duty and stationed 
at Virginia Beach, Va.; a daughter, Miss Anna 
Rebekah Van Meter, Lexington, Kentucky; a 
brother, Dr J.; Farra Van Meter, Lexington, Ken- 
'tucky; four sisters, Mrs. J. R. Alford, Miss Gladys 
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Van Meter, Mrs. William Brown and Mrs, F. L. 
Draughton, all of Lexington, Kentucky, and two 
grandchildren, William Scott and David Martin 
Van Meter. 


Awards In The 1954 Competitive 
Scholarship Contest Of The Presbyterian 
Church In The United States 


Rank Class Value Name And Address Of Contestants 
1 4-yr. $2,000 Diana Kay Carpenter, 1132 Ordermore Ave- 
nue, Charlotte, N. C. 
2 4-yr. 1,600 Nancy Cunningham, 2405 Woodmont Ave- 
nue, Austin, Tex. 
3 4-yr. 1,200 Delilah Anne Little, 146 McIver Street, 
Cheraw, S. C. 
4 4yr. 1,000 David Leigh Pancoast, 802 Rotary Drive, 
High Point, N. C. 
5 l-yr. 500 Jeanette Ames Clark, 129 East Amelia 
Avenue, Orlando, Fla. 
6 Il-yr. 400 W. Willard Wolfe, 2115 N. W. Seventh 
Lane, Gainesville, Fla. 
7 iI-yr. 300 Elizabeth Day Poole, Lubondai, Congo 
Belge, Africa. 
8 l-yr. 300 Patricia Ann Jamison, 114 Jewel Street, 
Longview, Tex. 
300 Betty Love Goodykoontz, 1853 Overlook 
Terrace, Louisville, Ky. 
10 l-yr. 200 Gwendolyn Bright, 1311 First Avenue, 
Jackson, Miss. 
11 l-yr. 200 Barbara Durrenberger, 428 Lindale, Hous- 
ton, Tex. 
i... ee. 200 Donald Monroe Carmichael, 2316 Saratoga 
Drive, Louisville, Ky. 
13 l-yr. 100 Jane Florence Smith, 4736 Prytania Street, 
New Orleans, La. 
14 ~—I-yr. 100 C. Eric Mount, Jr., 1451 Luce Street, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. 
15. dsge, 100 Samuel Ruthven Williamson, Jr., P. O. Box 
397, Springhill, La. 
16 dope. 100 Nancy Wyly Holland, 606 Church Street, 
Marietta, Ga. 
100 Edward Dixon (Dick) Junkin, Shreiner 
Institute, Kerrville, Tex. 
18 l-yr. 100 Porter Warren Anderson, Jr., 2127 Wood- 
ley Road, Montgomery Ala. | 
19 I-yr. 100 J. Thompson Richards, Heath Springs, 
¢ 


20 _~—sit-yr. 100 Phillip Scott Taulbee, P. O. Box 568, Por- 
tales, N. M. 


Honorable Mention 


No awards, unless a scholarship is declined; in 
which case all those below are moved up, and the 
following list is drawn in order: 


21—Katherine Ethel Smith, P. O. Box 215, Thomasville, Ga. 

22—Elizabeth Ross Latimer, 1520 Belmeade Drive, Kingsport, 
Tenn. 

23—Nan Tutwiler, Young Schawffer, 1406 Sixth Street, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala. 

24—Mary Jane Smalley, 2545 Lyndale Avenue, Memphis, Tenn. 

25—S. Curtis Patterson, 209 Church Street, Greenville, S. C. 

26—C. Grier Davis, Jr., 52 Sunset Parkway, Asheville, N. C. 

27—Miss Jo Len Jamerson, Cordova, N. C. 

28—Sue Sanders Lile, 4712 Kavanaugh, Little Rock, Ark. 

29—Mary Randolph Norton, Satdis Road, Charlotte, N. C. 

30—June Frances McGirt, P. O. Box 846, Umatilla, Fla. 


hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 


of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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“ 4ugustine: Earlier Writings” 


Edited by John H. S. Burleigh. Volume 6—The 
Library of Christian Classics. “The Westminster 
Press. Price $5.00. 


An adequate representation of the writings of 
Augustine from the time of his conversion to Chris- 
tianity in A. D. 386 until his being made bishop 
of Hippo in 395 is presented in this volume. Selec- 
tions are given from Augustine’s most important 
treatises from this period: The Soliloquies, The 
Teacher, On Free Will, Of True Religion, The 
Usefulness of Belief, “The Nature of the Good, 
Faith In The Creed, and To Simplician—On Vari- 


ous Questions. 


With each treatise is presented Augustine’s own 
review taken from his Retractions and also a brief 
introduction. To facilitate reference and to indicate 
the plan of the agreement, an analysis of each work 
has been given where required. 


The editor of this volume is Professor of Ecclesi- 
astical History in the University of Edinburgh. He 
is a recognized authority on Augustine and _ his 
writings. The presentation of this volume is a 
worthy addition to the excellent series being pub- 
lished by the Westminster Press called “The Li- 
brary of Christian Classics.”’ It is heartening to see 
that a fresh interest is being generated in these 
historical documents and many are realizing that 
they have living and theological messages for our 
time. 


“Worship Programs For Juniors” 


By Arlene S. Hall. Warner Press, Anderson, 


Indiana. Price $1.25. 


This book contains a year’s worship services for 
Juniors. Some of them are seasonal in their emphasis. 
In most instances, four or five services are plan- 
ned around a single theme. 


“Tagati” 


By Allan Livingstone Wilson. Van Kampen 


Press, Wheaton, IIl. Price $2.50. 


‘Tagati” is the story of a young missionary who 
returns to Zululand, the scene of his boyhood, only 
to ind this awakening unrest already deeply rooted. 
He quickly realizes that the spiritual development 
and Christian influence had not kept abreast the 
surging tide of evil and over-hanging cloud of 
witchcraft. The village struggle that transpires 
makes an exciting story, one of triumph of faith in 
‘ (;od who is able to conquer Satan and all his 
Osts, 
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RADIO 


CHRIST CALLS YOU 
CHRIST CALLS YOU TO FAITH 


- SYNODS’ EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
WEEK OF MARCH 87 


Synod Speaker 
Rev. William S. McLean 
Florida Dr. Stephen T. Harvin 


Georgia Rev. R. D. Roulhac 
North Carolina Dr. Roy F. Whitley 
Tennessee Dr. W. J. Millard 


Check Local Station For Time 


Produced In Co-operation With 
DIVISION OF RADIO & TELEVISION 
BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 


“What Prayer Can Do” 


By the Editors of “Guideposts.” Doubleday and 
Co., 575 Madison Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
Price $2.50. 


This volume is both a guide to effective prayer 
and a demonstration—by concrete, dramatic, real- 
life examples of the power and the sustenance that 
communication with God can bring into our daily 
lives. It tells when to pray, how to pray and 
through the spiritual experiences of many people, 
both well known and obscure, the many forms 
prayer can take. 


**E phesians”’ 


Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $1.9 


Under the strong pen of F. B. Meyer, Paul’s 
thoughts contained in the Epistle to the Ephesians 
become even more meaningful and applicable to 
life today. This volume is noted for clarity, duty, 
and practicability. It is a glowing commentary on © 
Ephesians and _ possesses remarkable readability. 
Here is ideal supplementary material on the book 
of Ephesians for ministers and other Christian 
workers. 


“Beyond Humiliation” 


Rev. J. Gregory Mantle, D.D., Moody Press, 
820 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 10, Ill. Price $3.00. 


The author was born in England in 1852. For 
a time his Bible teaching gifts were used in Eng- 
land, though he spoke to a number of conferences 
in America and was greatly beloved at Winona 
Lake. This volume deals with the deeper aspects of 
the Christian life. He holds that the way of the 
Cross means “daily,” that is, without intermission, 
without holiday. He shows how God the Holy Spirit 
frees the Christian from motives of self-will so that 
he serves in actual newness of life. The book is 


filled with spiritual truths for Christion growth. 
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